BEFORE THE ARIZONA VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


IN THE MATTER OF: CASE No.: 22*17 

JOHN OPLINGER, DVM CONSENT AGREEMENT 
FINDINGS OF FACT 

HOLDER OF LICENSE No. 1192 CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 

FOR THE PRACTICE OF VETERINARY AND ORDER 


MEDICINE IN THE STATE OF ARIZONA, 


RESPONDENT. 
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In the interest of a prompt.and judicious settlement of the above captioned 
matter before the Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board (“Board”) 
and consistent with the public interest, statutory requirements and 
responsibilities of the Board, and pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201 ef. seg. and A.R.S. 
§ 41-1092.07 (F) (5), the undersigned party, John Oplinger, D.V.M. 


(“Respondent”), holder of license No. 1192 for the practice of veterinary 


|| medicine in Arizona and the Board enter into this Consent Agreement, Findings 


of Fact, Conclusion of Law and Order ("Consent Agreement”) as final 


disposition of this maiter. 


CONSENT AGREEMENT 
Respondent understands and agrees that: 
1. The Board has jurisdiction over Respondent and the subject maiter 
pursuant to A.R.S. §32-2201, ef. seq. 
2. Respondent has the right to consult with an attorney prior to entering into 


this Consent Agreement. Respondent has a fright to a public hearing 
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concerming this case. He further acknowledges that at such hearing he could 
present evidence and cross-examine witnesses. Respondent irrevocably waives 
his right to such a hearing. 

3. Respondent Heveesny waives any right to rehearing or review or 46 any 
judicial review or any other appeal of these matters. 

4. The Consent Agreement, once approved by the Board and signed by the 
Respondent, shall constitute a public record, which may be disseminated as a 
formal action of the Board. Sufficient evidence exists for ihe Board to make the 
Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law set forth in the Consent Agreement. 

5. Respondent acknowledges and understands that this Consent 
Agreement will not become effective until the Board approves it and it is signed 
by the Board’s Executive Director. Respondent acknowledges and agrees that 
upon signing and returning this Consent Agreement to the Board's Executive 
Director, Respondent may not revoke his acceptance of the Consent 
Agreement or make any modifications to the document, regardless of whether 
the Consent Agreement has been issued by the Executive Director. 

6. If any part of the Consent Agreement is later declared void or otherwise 
unenforceable, the remainder of the Order in its entirety shall remain in force 
and effect. 

7. Respondent acknowledges that any violation of this Consent Agreement 
constitutes unprofessional conduct pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2232 and may result 
in disciplinary action pursuant to A.R.S. § 32-2234, 

8. This Consent Agreement and Order is effective on the date signed by the 


Board. 
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| FINDINGS OF FACT 

1. The Board is the duly constituted authority for the regulation and control of 
the practice of veterinary medicine in the State of Arizona. 

2. Respondent holds license No. 1192 for the practice of veterinary medicine 
in the State of Arizona. 

STITCH: 

3. On April 23, 2021, “Stitch,” a 3-year-old male Pembroke Corgi was 
presented to Respondent for an exam and vaccines. Complainant stated that 
her dog was aggressive in certain situations; therefore, she muzzled the dog 
orior to the appointment and during. She further advised that the dog does not 
like to be taken away from her by strangers and offered to take the dog to the 
scale. Respondent declined. 

4. According to Complainant, as predicted, the dog became aggressive 
towards Respondent, and as he dragged the dog back jo the exam room, 
Respondent picked up the dog by the leash and slung the dog on to the exam 
table. The dog urinated everywhere out of fear. Respondent vaccinated the 
dog quickly while Complainant held the dog - Respondent then prompily left 
the room without saying a word. | 

5. According to Respondent, the dog was weighted on the scale. The dog 


was lifted on the exam table. Since the dog was a fear biter, he was lifted with 
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Respondent's left hand supporting the sternum and ventral abdomen, and his 
right hand keeping the leash taut so as to prevent the dog from turing and 
biting him. Once on the exam table, Respondent examined the dog and 
deemed him healthy. The dog was yacsiiaied and the dog was placed back 
on the floor. 

6. The medical records read: Weight = 20.5, TPR = 101.4, 132, 24. The record 
indicates that the dog was administered DHLP-CPV, Rabies, and Bordetella. 
There are no results of exam noted, no doctor's initials or signature, and no 
route of administration of the vaccines that were administered to the dog 


recorded in the animal's medical record. 


BURT: 


7. On March 1, 2021, the dog was presented to Respondent for exam and 
vaccinations. The medical record did not have results of examination of the 
dog, route of administration of the vaccines nor doctor's initials or signature. 
The dog's weight (12.5), temperature (102), heart rate (132), and respiration 
rate (24), were recorded as well as that the dog was administered DHLP-CPV. 

8. On March 23, 2021, the dog was presented to Respondent for exam and 
vaccinations. The medical record did not have results of examination of the 
dog, route of administration of the vaccines nor doctor's initials or signature. 
The dog's weight (13.6), temperature (101.4), heart rate (132), and respiration 
rate (24), were recorded as well as that the dog was administered DHLP-CPV, 
Rabies, and Bordetella. Fecal — negative. 

9. On July 13, 2021, the dog was presented to Respondent for a neuter 


procedure. The dog had a weight = 13.6 pounds, a temperature = 101 degrees, 
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|}dog was currently coughing up blood, vomiting and having diarrhea. 


heart rate = 132bpm, and respiration rate = 24rpm. Ii was noted that the dog 
pulse rate and respiration rate were exacily the same as recorded on the 
orevious exams. No other exam findings were noted. 

10. The dog was pre-medicated with ATA (Ace/Torb/Atropine) 0.3mL IM - 
abbreviations and milligram strengths were listed on a separate sheet, not in 
the medical record. The dog was induced with midazolam (2.5mg/mL) and 
ketamine (5mg/mL) IV; and maintained on_ Isoflurane via intubation. 
Respondent double ligated and transfixed ligatures to stump; SI! SQ, 
subcuticular vicryl. Anesthetic monitoring was recorded in the medical record. 
The dog was extubated after the procedure, recovered well and post-surgical 
instructions were given. 


11. On July 21, 2021, the dog was presented to Dr. Ruisi at Hassayampa 


Veterinary Services on emergency for coughing/wheezing and lethargy over 


the past 12+ hours which progressed to the dog coughing up blood. 
Complainant reported that the dog had got out the previous evening and was 


near the highway — the dog was stumbling, and was not eating or drinking. The 


Complainant further reported that previously the dog had been at the dog 
park - there were concerns the dog was poisoned. The dog had been 
neutered eight (8) days earlier. 

12. Upon exam, the dog's mucous membranes were light pink/cyanotic. 
There were no external injuries; the dog was bradycardic, with increased 
respiratory effort. The dog was retching, vomiting foam and_ blood. 
Complainant authorized supportive care and diagnostics, including blood work 


and radiographs. The dog was placed on oxygen, and IV catheter was placed 
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and Lactated Ringer’s Solution was initiated at 20mLs/hr. The dog was 
administered Ampiciliin, Cerenia, Famotidine, and Buprenex. 

13. Thoracic radiographs were performed and the dog was diagnosed with 
oneumothorax etiology unknown. Blood work was also performed. 

14. Dr. Ruisi recommended immediate referral due to the dog’s guarded 
prognosis and Dr. Ruisi unable to provide the critical care the dog needed. 
Complainant declined referral and elected to humanely euthanize the dog 
due to his declining condition. 

15. According to Complainant, Dr. Ruisi informed her that the dog's 
oneumothorax could have been caused by one of three reasons — (1) a birth 
defect of the lungs; (2) an injury such as a fall or jump (no injuries/bruising were 
identified); or (3) intubation. Dr. Ruisi felt that intubation could be the cause due 
to the dog being recently neutered five (5) days prior. 

16. According to the medical records the dog presented to Dr. Ruisi eight (8) 
days after being neutered. 


CONCLUSIONS OF LAW 


17. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S § 32-2232 (21) as if 
relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502(L)(4) failure to record the results of the animals’ 


exam in the medical record, including general condition. 


18. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (21) as if 
relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502(L)(5) failure to record the animals’ tentative or 


definitive diagnosis in the medical record. 
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19. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (21) as it 
relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502(7)(d) failure to document the route of 
administration of medications administered in the animals’ medical record. 

20. The Findings of Fact constitutes a violation of A.R.S. § 32-2232 (21) as it 
relates to A.A.C. R3-11-502(11) failure of the veterinarian performing the 


veterinary medical service to sign or initial the medical record. 


ORDER 


Based upon the foregoing Findings of Fact and Conclusions of Law it is 
ORDERED that Respondent's License, No. 1192 be placed on PROBATION for a 
period of six (6) months, subject to the following terms and conditions that shall 
be completed within the Probationary period. These requirements include a 
civil penalty and two (2) total hours of continuing education (CE) as detailed 
below: | | 

1. IT IS ORDERED THAT Respondent shall provide written proof satisfactory to 
the Board that he has completed two (2) hours of continuing education (CE); 
hours sumed in compliance with this order shall not be used for licensure 
renewal. Respondent shall satisfy these two (2) hours by attending CE in the 
area of medical record keeping. Respondent shall submit written verification of 
attendance to the Board for approval. 

2. All continuing education to be completed for this Consent Agreement 
shall be pre-approved by the Board. Respondent shall submit to the Board a 
written outline regarding how he plans to satisfy the requiremenis in paragraph 


1 for its approval within sixty (60) days of the effective date of this Consent 
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Agreement. The outline shall include CE course details including, name, 
provider, date(s), hours of CE to be earned, and a brief course summary. 

3. IT IS FURTHER ORDERED THAT that Respondent pay a civil penalty of two 
hundred and fifty dollars ($250.00) in the form of a cashier's check or money 
order made payable to the Arizona Veterinary Medical Examining Board. The 
civil penalty is to be paid on or before the end of the Probationary period. 

4, Respondent shall obey all federal, state and local laws/rules governing 
the practice of veterinary medicine in this state. 

5. Respondent shall bear all costs of complying with this Consent 
Agreement. 

6. This Consent Agreement is conclusive evidence of the matters described 
and may be considered by the Board in determining an appropriate sanction 
in the event a subsequent violation occurs. In the event Respondent violates 
any term of this Consent Agreement, the Board may, after opportunity for 
Informal Interview or Formal Hearing, take any other appropriate disciplinary 
action authorized by law, including suspension or revocation of Respondent's 
license. 


ISSUED THIS 2 DAY OF ag _, 2022. 
FOR THE BOARD: d 
ARIZONA STATE VETERINARY MEDICAL EXAMINING BOARD 


Jim Loughead, Chairperson 


Victoria Whitmore, Executive Director 
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Original of the foregoing filea 
This day of me 2022 with: 


Arizona State Veterinary Medical Examining Board 
1740 W. Adams St, Ste. 4600 
Phoenix, Arizona 85007 


Copy of ihe ape ns mailed by Certified, return receipt mail 


This _Z™ _ day of one 2022 10: 
John Oplinger, DVM 


Adaress on file 
Respondent 


me 


Board Staff 
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